
October 15,20(J3 

Mr. Stephen K&tzke 
Docket Managdment Facility 
U.S. Departme t of Transportation 
400 Seventh S eet, SW 
NassA Building f Room PL401 
Washington D.C. 20590001 

Agency Name:iNational Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
Docket Numbek: NHTSA-03-14396 

Dear Mr. Kraqe, 

Controlled horizontal discharge semi-trailers have sewed the construction industry since their creation in 
1969. They h e e  allowed road-building contractors and the trucking firms that sewe them to move road- 

I 

/' 

I 

Is to a job site and unload them without the threat of having that trailer tipsver or conflict with 

The under-ridelguard that has been required of trailer manufacturers is, I believe. put out with the best 
intenuons- Ho, .L, ever, in the case of RCC horizontal discharge semi-trailers. it should not b e  applied. 

However, if Fl& Boy could design a guard that could be moved to allow for the interface between the 
asphalt pavlngimachine and the RCC horizontal discharge semi-trailer, it would actually be a liability to me, 
as an m e r .  IF it were a manual guard, either the driver or another worker on-site would be required to raise 
and lower the guard after each unloading cycle- This sort of physical strain is not in the best interests of our 
employees. T6o. with all the noise, distraction. near-by traffic, constant movement and adjustments being 
made when Urd paving p m s s  is underway, there is just too much risk for physical injury to our employees 
because of one more thing that has to be attended to before and affer a semi-trailer goes through the 
unloading prockss. 

re automated, the additional cost, risk of injury because of an employee being too close to the 
being raised or lowered, etc., etc. make this an unattractive option, at best, 
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In both cases. the manual or automated guard would increase cost, empty weight and maintenance on these 
trailers, which be are adamantly opposed to. 

Please changd Federal Motor VehIcle Safety Standard Number 224 to exdude RCC horizontal discharge 
semi-trailers frhm the standard- 

Sincerelv. ' 


